BLMers judge 
science fairs 


Aspiring young scientists 
display imagination, 
creativity 


About a dozen BLMers helped 
judge science fair projects in two 
Fairbanks schools last month. 

The science fairs featured projects 
by students at Lighthouse Christian 
School and Tanana Middle School. 
The students designed experiments 
and inventions that applied scientific 
principles to the process of solving a 
problem. The BLM judges were 
impressed with the inventiveness of 
some of the projects. 

Students at Tanana Middle School 
filled their gymnasium with more than 
500 exhibits. Jim Deininger, a 
geologist with the Kobuk District, said 
he liked an exhibit showing how heat 
was convected through liquids. “The 
exhibit showed how heat moved 
through coffee, water and other 
liquids. It had applications to global 
tectonics and how heat is transferred 
through the earth,” he said. 

Deininger said the exhibits varied 
widely in imagination and design and 
that many showed the investment of 
much time and effort. This is the fourth 
straight year he has coordinated 
BLM’s judging at the Tanana Middle 
School science fair. 


Bureau of Land Management -Alaska 


><ad 
cOrLe 


March/April 1995, Vol. 16, No. 2 


Other BLMers who participated in 
the judging were Boyce Bush, Ingrid 
Kacher and Ken Kokjer at Lighthouse 
Christian School; and Betsy Bonnell, 
Larry Field, Steve Iverson, Don Keill 
and Jim Roessler at Tanana Middle 
School. —Andy Williams 


Top: Ingrid Kacher, a fisheries biologist 
with the Steese/White Mountains 
District, helps judge science fair 
exhibits at a Fairbanks middle school. 
Right: Larry Field, a natural resource 
specialist with the Kobuk District, talks 
with a student at Tanana Middle School. 


Inside— 


e Surveyors garner safety award 
for outstanding field season 

¢ Village youth tour Alaska Fire 
Service 

e Musher goes back for seconds 
¢ Staff assistants pool resources 
during statewide workshop 


Dan Gullickson 


Surveyors meet 
southeast challenge 


Two loggers were killed by falling trees last year in the 
Prince of Wales Island area where BLM field surveyors 
worked the summer. Falling trees were a hazard to the 
BLM surveyors as well, since much of their day involved 
felling trees to survey the steep, rugged southeast Alaska 
rain forest. So when they came back to Anchorage in the 
fall with 12 reportable accidents and only three lost-time 
accidents, everyone was pleased. 

Safety officer Mike Rose recently awarded them 
individual safety recognition awards. He says, “All the 
preparation and safety training paid off.” 

The first crew of surveyors arrived at the Prince of 
Wales Island May 1. It was hard work surveying the steep, 
wet terrain. Losing one’s footing and avoiding falling trees 
were everyday occurrences. 

Many things made this assignment different. For one, 
inflatable rubber skiffs were launched in the ocean to 
access many of the surveys. Navigating through the surf 
and tides was especially precarious. To prepare for this, 
the surveyors took advanced ocean operations training in 
Homer. 

Helicopters, which are usually the only way surveyors 
travel, were nixed in favor of rental vehicles and four- 
wheelers and many long walks. The use of these vehicles 
was carefully orchestrated with the local logging company, 
whose trucks had to share the same single-lane roads. 
Safety was on everyone’s mind. 

Ten crews completed survey of 126 miles of state 
selected land by Nov. 1. Through a cooperative agreement 


Randy Girouard, a co-op student with field surveys, clears 
survey line with a chainsaw. 


with the Forest Service, the surveyors marked line and 
posted signs on Forest Service land bordering the survey. 

Field surveys chief Mike Wilson says, “I’ve got high- 
caliber people. They have the perseverance and talent to 
do any job. And they proved that with few accidents. Our 
safety award was well deserved.” 


Field surveyors receiving safety awards: 


Craig Dukart Paul Moss Marshal Wade 
Mike Harmening John Pex Chris Wiita 
Doug Haywood Tim Quincy 

Dave Klein Pat Twohy 


—Danielle Allen 


We’re changing our look... 


Village kids get a 
close look at AFS 


Kenneth Pitka eyed the tan, 
Kevlar-knit uniform on the table at the 
smokejumpers facility at the Alaska 
Fire Service. 

“That’s a new design we worked 
on through the winter,” said Jim 
Raudenbush, a smokejumper. “Here, 
do you want to get into it?” 

The eighth-grader from the village 
of Beaver quickly positioned himself 
and, with Raudenbush’s help, put on 
the outfit. The suit is made out of the 
same puncture-resistant material used 
to make bullet-proof vests and is 
designed to protect the firefighters 
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when they parachute out of airplanes. 
Head to toe, the boy looked and felt 
like a Smokejumper. 

About 20 students from the school 
in Beaver visited AFS on Feb. 24. 
Most of the students had family mem- 
bers or friends who had worked as 
emergency firefighters. 

The students saw how smoke- 
jumpers pack parachutes and carry 
their gear to fires. Raudenbush said 
only experienced firefighters, who are 
hard workers and are in top physical 
shape, are picked to be smoke- 
jumpers. 

Based on the look in young Pitka’s 
eyes as he emerged from the smoke- 
jumper’s suit, at least one application 
may be coming from Beaver in the 
next few years. 

—Andy Williams 


Your employee newsletter is 
under construction! Please be 
patient with us as we experiment 
with formats, design, and content. 
Our goal is to produce an employee 
publication that’s briefer, punchier, 
less formal (we’re sure you won't 
miss the bureacratese!), more 
timely and, hopefully, more useful. 
As always, we welcome your ideas 
and suggestions! 


Your employee newsletter 
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is printed on 
recycled paper. 


BLM land surveyor 
Rollin Westrum just ran his 
second Iditarod Sled Dog 
Race. Westrum learned to 
train and race sled dogs in 
Nome and Ambler, where 
he lived for several years. 
He now lives in Eagle River 
and surveys for BLM each 
summer, which leaves his 
winters free for mushing. 

We asked Westrum to 
share some of his thoughts 
as he and his canine com- 
panions mushed the 
historic 1,100-mile trail: 

“The start was beauti- 
ful between Skwentna to 
Finger Lake. At Dalzell 
Gorge, the dogs got spooky 
going downhill; | just had to 
hang on and hope for the 
best. I’m not really alone on the trail 
since there are people everywhere. 
You just can’t see them. The Yukon 
River was where | was by myself the 
longest, at least 7 hours. | put on a lot 
of gear, kept moving, kept eating! 

“The dogs and | were all working 
toward a common goal: climbing 
mountains, getting to Nome, and there 
was a lot of time to think. That kept me 


Pam Eldrid ge 


BLM retiree Maurice “Ozzie” 
Oswald died Jan. 3. 

Oswald was appointed U.S. 
Mineral Surveyor in 1961, and served 
in that capacity for 34 years. He 
accomplished several hundred mineral 
surveys throughout Alaska during his 
appointment. He set up the current 
municipal grid system, and helped 
found the bachelor of science program 
in surveying and mapping at the 
University of Alaska Anchorage. 

Memorial contributions may be 
sent to the Maurice P. Oswald 
Scholarship Fund, University of Alaska 
Foundations, Surveying and Mapping 
Department, 3211 Providence Drive, 
Anchorage, AK 99508. 


second Iditarod still an 
exciting adventure 
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L-r: BLM's Chris Wiita and Michael Eldridge 
volunteered their skills as dog handlers for 
musher and fellow land surveyor Rollin Westrum. 


mentally busy through the long 
stretches of trail. | realized that the 
musher who came in 39th place would 
be the 1,000th team to cross under the 
burled arch in Nome. Twenty-five 
miles from Nome, we passed Bob 
Munson to come in 39th. | just thought 
that would be a little more special than 
coming in 40th.” —Pam Eldridge 


In Memory 


BLM retiree Neil Michaelson died 
Feb. 15 in Anchorage. 

Originally from Minneapolis, 
Michaelson moved to Alaska in 1950. 
He worked for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture for many years, and later 
for BLM, where he served on the 
State/Federal Land Use Planning 
Commission. He retired from BLM in 
1983. 

Michaelson was active with the 
National Assocation of Retired Federal 
Employees. He enjoyed outdoor 
activities and was an avid cross- 
country skier. 

Memorial donations may be sent 
to the Hope Heart Institute, 528 18th 
Avenue, Seattle, WA 98122-5798. 


HITTING THE TRAIL!—For Mitch 
Seavey, the Iditarod Sled Dog Race 
began in Seward. Although the race 
begins in Anchorage and follows most 
of the Iditarod National Historic trail, 
he decided to start at mile zero in 
Seward, where the historic trail origi- 
nates. BLM cooperatively manages 
the trail with other federal and state 
agencies and private entities. 

A BLM display on the history of 
the Old Woman shelter cabin and 
other cabins managed by BLM was on 
exhibit at the Iditarod Mushers 
Banquet in the Sullivan Arena March 
2. Trail coordinator Mike Zaidlicz also 
distributed Iditarod Historic Trail 
posters at the banquet. The display 
was in Nome during the race. 


SURVEY CONFERENCE 
EXTRAORDINARE—Most of BLM’s 
surveying and mapping employees 
were in attendance at this year’s 
Alaska Surveying and Mapping Con- 
ference, held in Anchorage, Feb. 6-10. 
The conference gives mapping and 
surveying professionals from both the 
public and private sectors the oppor- 
tunity to learn the latest developments 
in their fields. The event receives 
tremendous support from BLM, with 
employees participating in the 
conference’s planning and many 
employees serving as speakers and 
presenters. This year’s theme—Thirty 
Years of Fire and lce—marked the 
conference’s 30th anniversary. 


Alaska State Office realty 
specialist Julie Gibbons died Feb. 27 
in Anchorage. Gibbons worked for 
BLM for 35 years, first in the Fairbanks 
offices and later at the State Office. 

Gibbons came to Alaska in 1944. 
She studied geological survey 
engineering at the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks. Gibbons’ specialty at BLM 
was researching rights-of-way leases 
and patents, airport patents in 
particular. 

Memorial donations may be sent 
to Friends of Pets, 4711 S. Bragaw 
Street, Anchorage, AK 99507. 
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Staff assistants share ideas, resources 


Chery! Anzivino of Conveyances offers a suggestion during a brainstorming 
session at a recent BLM statewide staff assistants’ workshop. 


BLM staff assistants from 
Anchorage to Fairbanks met at the 
State Office Feb. 13 to look at how 
changes in the Bureau have affected 
the way they do their jobs today. 

The group looked at E-mail policy, 
correspondence updates, travel & 
timekeeping changes, and ever- 
increasing automation demands. “The 
goal was to share information and 
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Public Lands USA: 


bridge communication between the 
fifty or so BLM staff assistants at 
Anchorage and Fairbanks,” explains 
Lois Simenson of Records, who 
helped plan the event. 

A brainstorming session in the 
afternoon gave participants a chance 
to suggest areas where improvements 
were needed. And they did! Their 
suggestions ranged from the need to 
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simplify manuals, to improving com- 
munication between state office and 
district staff assistants, and the need 
for more software training as automa- 
tion replaces many manual tasks. 

Simenson says plans are in the 
works to hold the workshops on a 
periodic basis to follow-up on 
suggestions from this first meeting. “In 
fact,” she adds, “the staff assistants 
themselves want to organize the next 
workshop, set their own agenda, and 
help put into action some of the ideas 
from this workshop.” 


BLM Library 
Denver Federal Center 
Bidg. 50, OC-521 
P.O. Box 25047 


Use e Share e Appreciate 


Denver, CO 80225 


